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piece of cloth stained with the blood of a fertile woman. .    This  last  she  will take and bury in a cemetery and the others wear round her waist;  then she will become fertile and the fertile woman will become barren.    Another device is to obtain from the midwife a piece of the navel-string of a newborn child and swallow it     For this reason the navel-string is always carefully guarded and its disposal seen to. ivina-          If a pregnant woman is thin and ailing they think a boy
of sex* will be born ; but if fat and well that it will be a girl. In order to divine the sex of a coming child they pour a little oil on the stomach of the woman ; if the oil flows straight down it is thought that a boy will be born and if crooked a girl. Similarly if the hair on the front of her body grows straight they think the child will be a boy, but if crooked a girl; and if the swelling of pregnancy is more apparent on . the right side a boy is portended, but if on the left side a girl. If delivery is retarded they go to a gunmaker and obtain from him a gun which has been discharged and the . soiling of the barrel left uncleaned ; some water is put into the barrel and shaken up and then poured into a vessel and given to the woman to drink, and it is thought that the quality of swift movement appertaining to the bullet which soiled the barrel will be communicated to the woman and cause the swift expulsion of the child from her womb. Shiid-          When a woman is in labour she squats down with
L her legs apart holding to the bed in front of her, while the midwife rubs her back. If delivery is retarded the midwife gets a broom and sitting behind the woman presses it on her stomach, at the same time drawing back the upper part of her body. By this means they think the child will be forced from the womb. Or the mother of the woman in labour will take a grinding-stone and stand holding it on her head so long as the child is not born. She says to her daughter, c Take my name,' and the daughter repeats her mother's name aloud. Here the idea is apparently that the mother takes on herself some of the pain which has to be endured by the daughter, and the repetition of her name by the daughter will cause the goddess of childbirth to hasten the period of delivery in order to terminate the unjust sufferings of the mother for which the goddess has